









CHAPTER 7P “PREPARING TO CONQUER 
THE STEEL LADY” 

CHAPTER 8: “SHE WHO SPINS FICTIONS ” 

BONUS MANGA 





THE 

VICTIM'S 
HERD WRS 
SMASHED IN 
BY FORCE 
FROM R 
BLUNT 
OBJECT. 


' HIS 
FRCE WHS 
DEFORMED 
BEYOND 
RECOGNI¬ 
TION, RND WE 
COULDN'T 
IDENTIFY 
HIM BY HIS 
TEETH. 


CHAPTER 7: 
‘PREPARING TO CONQUER 
~~~~THESTEEL LADY” 


W BRSED V 

f ON HIS > 

FINGERPRINTS, 
HIS BUILD, RND 
THE SCRRS ON 
HIS BODY, THERE 
IS NO QUESTION 
THAT HE IS POLICE 
SERGEANT 
i TOKUNOSUKE A 
L TERRDR. J 


BUT WE 
FOUND fl 
CELL PHONE, 
LICENSE, RND 
EVEN R POLICE 
BADGE ON 
THE BODY. 








































NOT 

ONLY THAT... 
EVEN THOUGH 
HE WHS HIT 
DIRECTLY IN 
THERE THE FHCE, 
WERE NO 
' SIGNS OF H 
I STRUGGLE— 

HIS CLOTHES 
WEREN'T 
EVEN 
MUSSED. 




4 
































































































I WHS 
AT HOME 
ALONE. 


f THE BODY \ 
OF WHAT N 
APPEARED 
TO BE AN 
ACTIVE DUTY 
MAKURAZAKA 
POLICE 

DETECTIVE WAS 
DISCOVERED 
AT SIX 

O'CLOCK THIS 
k MORNING. A 


/ POLICE N 
RECEIVED A 
REPORT THAT 
A BODY WITH A 
CRUSHED HEAD 
WAS FOUND AT 
AN ABANDONED 
GAS STATION 
ALONG THE 
NATIONAL 
\ HIGHWAY. / 


f OFFICERS RAN \ 
TO THE SCENE 
TO DISCOVER 
A MAN LYING 
ON HIS BACK 
WITH HIS FACE 
SMASHED IN. 
THEY CONFIRMED 
THE VICTIM WAS/ 
DECEASED. Z 
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BUT 

THERE IS Ft 
TENDENCY 
FOR PEOPLE 
TO TPLK 
RBOUT 
TERROR'S 
MURDER... 


...IN CON¬ 
JUNCTION 
WITH THE 
URBRN 
LEGEND 
THRT CRME 
FROM THRT 
IDOL'S 
DERTH. 





YES... 
IT'S SO 
IRRESPON¬ 
SIBLE. 


GOSSIP¬ 
ING RBOUT 
PEOPLE'S 
PERTHS 
LIKE THRT. 


_ 



































I SHOULP 
HRVE GIVEN 
HIM R 
STERNER 
WRRNING. 


OF RLL PEOPLE, 
WOULD BE 
BERTEN TO PERTH 
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IT ISN'T 
YOUR 
FAULT, 
yUMlHRRfl- 
KUN. 


BUT I 
THINK... 


WPS 

MURPEPEP 
BY STEEL 
LPPY 
NPNPSE. 


...I THINK 
I WHS 
CHUOUS 
TOWHRP 
HIM. 
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BUT THIS 
PERTH WILL 
HRVE THROWN 
P MAJOR 
WRENCH INTO 
HER PLAN. 


' OR PIP 
SHE EVEN 
HAVE A 
, PLAN? 


-nvoux 


-~T° k °Jwana la 

2 ?" 
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"/r finrllya 

HRPPENEP^ 
STEEL LRQYa 
NRNRSE 
KILLED^ 
SOMEONE ;£ 


RS SOON 
RS IT HIT 
THE INTER¬ 
NET NEWS 
THIS MORN 
- ING ...—, 








































































































































MUSich 

IT’S 

fiOOEY. 


/ WHAT \ 
' POES IT N 
SAY ABOUT 
YOU THAT 
THFIT'S YOUR 
OPINION OF 
HIGH-QUALITY 
^CHOCOLATE-V 


/ THIS 
SWEETMESS, 
IS JUST 
, MATINS HE/ 
\ PECtClSH. / 


' LOOK 
WHO'S 
TALKING, 
VSENPAI./ 


WE'RE 
STAYING 
IN THE SAME 
HOTEL, AND 
YOU GOT A 
SEPARATE 
ROOM?AS 
MY BOY¬ 
FRIEND, 


WHAT 
DOES 
THRT 
SAY 
ABOUT 
YOU P 



I JUST 
WANTED TO 
HELP YOU GET 
A COMFORT¬ 
ABLE NIGHT'S 
k SLEEP. , 


I'D 

RATHER 
you NOT 
LET ME 
SLEEP. 


' EARLY TO N 
BED,EARLY 
TO RISE. 
THAT'S THE 
SECRET 
TO GOOD 
. HEALTH, i 






















































































AND EVERY 
TIME A NEW 
FACT COMES 
TO LIGHT, MORE 
PEOPLE AGREE 
THAT THE 
SPECULATION 
MUST BE 
CORRECT. 


AS SOON AS 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA'S DEATH 
MADE THE NEWS, 
PEOPLE IMMEDI¬ 
ATELY STARTED 
SPECULATING 
THAT IT WAS 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE. 


3DY 



f THERE 1 
ARE 
PEOPLE 
WHO STILL 
DON'T 
BELIEVE 
k IN HER. t 


' BUT 
THE VAST 
MAJORITY 
SUPPORTS 
THE THEORY 
THAT STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
, DID IT. y 






























Name; Withheld by Bequest- 09/04 iS-M iPisyyza 
I don't care if she is a ghost—I just wrs^^rab 


1S;02 ID’rimsicnh 


THERE'S 
EVEN SOME 
EXCITEMENT 
ABOUT KARIN 
NANASE'S 
BREASTS. 


<193> Name: withheld by Bequest 09/014 19:05 lb:h7Slufg 
Siva us mors! 









































































































...STILL, 
IT'S GRINED 
TOO MUCH 
GROUND. 


THEREWRS 
ALWAYS THE 
POSSIBILITY 
THAT A MURDER 
WOULD THROW 
A WET BLANKET 
ON THE 
RUMORS. 


THERE 
SHOULD BE 
MORE PEOPLE 
CLAIMING 
THAT IT COULD 
JUST BE A 
COPYCAT OR A 
THRILL KILL. 


AND THIS ISN'T 
THE ONLY TIME. 
EVER SINCE 
THE RUMORS 
ABOUT STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
FIRST STARTED 
SPREADING, THE 
CURRENT OF 
THOUGHT... A 


' ...KEEPS 
SUPPORT¬ 
ING AND 
DEVELOP¬ 
ING THE 
GHOST 
THEORY. 


THE 

6CRLE6 

LEANING 
TOO 
HERVILY 
ON ONE 
SIPE. 
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...THAT 
IT WAS 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
WHO KILLED 
TERADA- 
. SAN? 


SPECTRE 
SAW THE 
EVENT... 


...AND CAME 
TO ME THIS 
MORNING TO 
GIVE ME AN 
EYE-WITNESS 
REPORT. 


DETECTIVE 
TERADA WAS 
KILLED BY 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE. 














...THIS 
Mfly BE 
fl STUPID 
QUESTION, 


BUT 

TERflDR- ( 
SRN'S NOT 
FLOATING 
AROUND RS 
fl GHOST, 
IS HE? 





RNYWRY, 
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f ANP IF N 
PEOPLE AREN'T 
CAREFUL, IT 
WON'T BE JUST 
ONE OR TWO— 
THERE COULP 
BE SEVERAL 
CASUALTIES 
BEFORE THE 
NIGHT IS 
THROUGH. , 


AT 

THIS RATE, 
THERE WILL 
BE MORE 
VICTIMS 
TONIGHT. 



PEOPLE 

□ pc 

TALKING 
ABOUT 
HER ALL 
OVER THE 
COUNTRY. 


THE 

FANTASIES 
WILL SWELL 
ANP EXPAND 
BEYOND THE 
BOUNDS OF 
, REASON. 


7 THE \ 
' MONSTER ’ 
WILL 

UNDERGO A 
TREMENDOUS 
GROWTH / 
i SPURT. / 








































































































THE THERE'S NO 

FANTASIES TELLING HOW 
WILL BALLOON MUCH POWER 
OUT OF CONTROL, THE GHOST 
AND TRANSFORM WILLJ3AIN 
INTO A WISH FOR TH HT. 

A REALITY IN 
WHICH STEEL LADY 
NANASE GROWS IN 
SIZE AND STARTS 
WREAKING HAVOC 
























NO, IT HASN'T 
BEEN EASY, BUT 
REALITY HAS 
NEVER BEEN 
IMMUNE TO 
TEARING. 


THAT'S WHY 
SOMEONE HAS 
TO DEFEND 
THAT REALITY. 
























































7 HOW 
FRR HAVE 
THE POLICE 
GOTTEN 
IN THEIR 
INVESTIGATION 
OF DETECTIVE 
TERADA'S 
MURDER? , 


...IT'S 
HPRP TO 
BRBRTHB 
IN HBRB. . 












































































































































































iPASSKMSERi 


UNDm/THEi 
INFUMNCE 


r IT'S NOT \ 
HN ENTIRELY 
USELESS STORY, 
BUT THE TWO 
ELEMENTS THAT 
DIFFER FROM THE 
FRCTS WILL BE A 
DOUBLE-EDGED 
v SWORD. 


W i |i WE DON'T 
r I m KNOW HOW 
\} M MUCH OF 

MM THE POLICE 
INFORMATION 
/ WILL REACH 

/ BUT the 

/ WE DON'T PUBLIC, 

I WANT TO 
WRITE A 
SCENARIO 

THAT'S y 

GOING TO k - 
FALL APART 
THE SECOND / 

THOSE FACTS / 

COME TO / 

V LIGHT. / .J 


ALL OF 
THE FACTS 
POINT TO 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE AS 
THE KILLER... 


...WHICH 
I GUESS 
MAKES 
SENSE, 
SINCE SHE 
m16 THE 
KILLER. 


VICTIM ON 
THE GROUND, 
HIT HIM IN THE 
FACE, AND 
LEFT ON FOOT, 
LEAVING THE 
CAR BEHIND. 


OR IS 
THAT NOT 
CON¬ 
VINCING 
ENOUGH? 
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DETECTIVE 
TERADR'S 
PERTH HRP NO 
CONNECTION 
TO STEEL 

SOMEONE Lnpy 
HRP R 
PERSONAL 
GRUDGE 
RGRINST HIM 
RNP HAPPENED 
TO KILL HIM. 

THAT'S ALL. 


NRNASE. 


















































































































BUT 

WHRT 

SHE'S 

TRYING 

TO 

PO... 


JL 

... IS HIPE 
THE RERL 
TRUTH, RNP 
CRERTE 
R KILLER 
RNP R 
NEW TRUTH 
THRT 
PON'T 
RERLLY 
EXIST... 














































PNP TO EINP 
THPT PNSWER, 
WHPT SHE 
NEEPS IS NOT 
PEPUCTIVE 
REPSONING... 
IT'S SOME¬ 
THING ELSE. 












































...TO COME 
BY A SINGLE, 
SIMPLE 
SOLUTION 
THAT EXPLAINS 
EVERYTHING 
IN A RATIONAL, 
CONVINCING 
WAY. 



...THE EXISTENCE 
OF STEEL LADY 
NANASE IS 
A SIMPLE 
AND POWERFUL 
THEORY THAT 
ANSWERS EVERY 
QUESTION 
ABOUT THIS 
CASE. 




































BUT IF 
WE WFtNT 
TO WIN NOW... 
HOW MFINY 
QUESTIONS 
FIRE WE GOING 
TO HRVE TO 
HNSWER .P 

































WE'RE 
CHRINEP 
POWN BY 
THE FRCT 
THRT THOSE 
RNSWERS 
- WOULP BE 
WS&UES. 


BUT OUR 
PROBLEM 
IS MORE 
THRN JUST 
RNSWERING 
THE- ^ 
QUESTIONS 




RNP ON 
TOP OF 
THRT, WE 
HRVE TO 
GET R LOT 
OF PEOPLE 
TO RGREE 
WITH OUR 
SOLUTION. 


WE CRN'T 
LERP THE 
POLICE 
TO 

RRREST 

RNYONE. 























IF ONE 
EXPLANA¬ 
TION WON'T 
WORK, CAN'T 
WE TRY 
SEVERAL .P 














































OTHERWISE, 
WE NEVER 
WOULD HAVE 
REACHED THIS 
REALITY WHERE 
AN IMAGINARY 
MONSTER WAS 
CREATED IN 
SUCH A SHORT 


IT WOULD 
HAVE TAKEI 
MANY DIFFERENT 
TRICKS TO KEEP 
THE TOPICS 
COMING AND 
STOP PEOPLE 
FROM MOVING 
ON TO OTHER 
INTERESTS. 













































































































































































































































































SHE"S 
HT WORK 
CONSTRUCTING 
HN EMPTY 
FICTION. 


IT'S P 
TPSK MORE 
UNFORGIVING 
THRN 

SEARCHING 
FOR THE 
TRUTH, 
PNC? MORE 
RIDICULOUS. 














































































rve 

COMB UP 
WITH FOUR. 
SOLUTIONS. 















































































































































ALL THE 
Y6KAI AND 
MONSTERS 
IN TOWN HAVE 
BEEN ORDERED 
TO LET US 
KNOW WHEN 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
APPEARS. 


^ WHEN 
WE GET THE 
REPORT, I'LL 
RUSH TO THE 
SCENE AND 
STOP HER 
FROM GOING 
ANYWHERE 
ELSE. 
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I'M 

REALLY 
SORRY 
TO GET 
YOU 
but MIXED 
WILL UP IN 
YOU DO RLL 
THIS this... 
FOR 



























































































































































































































WHY 

ARE you 
BRINGING 
HER UP? 






































































IHEARP 
THROUGH 
THE GRAPE¬ 
VINE THAT 
6HE HAP 
PASSEP 
AWAY,; 


r SHE'S 
BEEN IN THE 
HOSPITAL 
FOR TESTS? 
FOR THREE 
, YEARS? j 


BUT WHEN 
KURQ-KUN 
ANP I WERE 
PATING, 
SHE WAS A 
LONG-TERM 
PATIENT 
AT THE 
UNIVERSITY 
HOSPITAL. 


I COULDN'T 
COME SEE HER 
MUCH WHEN I 
WHS IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. . 


YEAH, WELL, 
IT'S R LONG 
STORY. 


BUT THIS 
COLLEGE IS 
CLOSER, SO I 
CRN STOP BY 
THEHOSPITRL 
MORE OFTEN. 


THEN COULD 
YOU INTRODUCE 
ME TO HER 
SOMETIME? 
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sue wfis 

LEAN PNC? 

FPIR- 

SKINNEP. 











































XHiPTERmSHE WHO SPINS FICTIONS’ 


...IS 

KURo- 

KUN'S.. 


faiML1 

WFJlW 

K4 

£r §lfi 



\ ' ■ -J 

f^yi 

h 


m MTJ 












SHE'S R 
GOOD ONE, 
KURo. 



n U - 


m- 

ft_ 


Wgm J / 

4^ 

sf(A 

HUmt 
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km 

Tw/ii 

\ \f'/ 1 

1 tViiK/7' 
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SHE'S BONY, 
SHE SEEMS THU. 
HNP STRONG- 
WILLED, SHE'S HN 
OLDER WOMAN... i 


I WHS HlWHYS 
WORRIED THHT 
IWHSN'TCUTE 
ENOUGH FOR 
KURo-KUN. 


THERE'S 
HRESEM¬ 
BLANCE,.. 
HIS TYPE 
COULDN'T 
BE MORE 
OBVIOUS. 


BUT NOW 
1 SEE HOW 
IT IS. 


I BET SHE 
WHS KUR6- 
KUN'S FIRST 
LOVE. 


SHE 

WHS SO 
PRETTY... 




1 ; | " 








































SHOULDN'T 
GET TOO 
CLOSE TO 
HER. 


SHE'S\ 
THRTA 
SORT OF 
WOMAN. 


...LIKE SHE, 
SILENTLY, 
EVERSO 
SILENTLY.. 


r SHE MRY ' 
NOT MEAN 
ANY HARM, 
i BUT... , 


WCOR.1 

WhupM 
mmm 
wsum 
mum 

mwm 


I HEARD THAT 
SAKURAGAWA- 
SAN WAS 
TAKEN TO THE 
O.R. AGAIN 
YESTERDAY. 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































! THE 
MOON 
IS 

RISING. 


THHT 
SHOULP 
MRKE IT 
ERSIER 
TO E/NP 
STEEL 
LRPY 
NPNHSE. 


BUT 

IT'S 

STILL 

PHRK. 


THERE'S 
TOO 
MUCH 
UNCER- 
TRINTY 
IN THIS 
WORLP. 
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RIKKA-SRN 
WRS STAYING 
RT THE HOSPITAL 
WHERE I GO 
FOR ALL MY 
CHECKUPS. 


I WRS 
INTRO¬ 
DUCED TO 
HER ABOUT 
TWO YEARS 
AGO. 
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H LOT OF 
DOCTORS 
WOULD 
HHVE 

WRNTBD TO 
GET RID 
OF HER. 



FIND THEN 
THE RUMORS 
STHRTED 
CIRCULHTING 
THFIT 

RIKKFI-SFIN 
WOULDN'T 
LFIST MUCH 
LONGER. 































































































































































you DON'T 
O ) HAVE TO DO ALL 
THAT. IF I CAN'T 
STAY WITH YOU, 
^ , THERE'S THE 

OISHk FRRK - 




















































































































































































I WANT A 
KEY TO YOUR 
APARTMENT. 
















































WELCOME 

HOME! 








































PNC? 

SO, 

I TOLP THPT 
HIM, "''WELL, BEING 
MY PLRCE THE 
HPS TONS CPSE, 
OF EMPTY 
ROOMS, 

SO SHE IS 

WELCOME TO - 

STPY HERE." 






































































































RIKKH-SAN 
WHS BEAUTIFUL 
AND WELL- 
MANNERED 
DOWN TO HER 
SMALLEST 
GESTURE. 


no, you 

CAN'T. IN 
REALITY, 
SHE'S FIT AS 
A FIDDLE. 


My 

PARENTS 
WERE 
HAPPY 
TO HAVE 
HER. 
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so 

WHAT 
IS SHE 
DOING 
NOW? 


1 SHE WHS 
STAYING 
WITH YOU 
UNTIL ABOUT 
A MONTH 
AGO, 
RIGHT? 


NOW 
SHE IS 
MISSING. 




WHAT DID 
KUR6-KUN 
DO WHEN 
HE FOUND 
OUT? 










































































WHRT 

pit? you 

RNP SENPRI 
TRLK RBOUT 
WHILE I WRS 
RSLEEP? 


WHRT IS 
IT THRT'S 
BOTHERING 
YOU? 
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IT NEVER 
OCCURRED TO 
ME THAT SHE 
WAS CREATING 
A WIKI AND 
TRYING TO 
GIVE PHYSICAL 
FORM TO THE 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE. 


RIKKA-SAN 
DID USE THE 
COMPUTER 
WHEN SHE WAS 
STAYING AT MY 
MANSION. 


BUT I 
NEVER 
LOOKED 
AT WHAT 
SHE WAS 
DOING. 


IT WAS 

JUST BEFORE 
I CAME TO 
MAKURAZAKA 
CITY THAT I 
REALIZED 
RIKKA-SAN 
WAS 

V INVOLVED. 


I DIDN'T 

W ~ EVEN KNOW 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE 

...UNTIL THE ^STEP- 
SPECTRES 

FROM THIS V / 

CITY CAME fV y 
TO ME FOR I 

help. i 


f/ I WAS \ 
' DOING 
RESEARCH 
FOR THE CASE, 
AND THE INTER¬ 
NET SEARCH 
BROUGHT UP 
THE PICTURE 
V FROM THAT 
\ WIKI. A 


PICTURE? 


1 



iWj 

y 

% 




w~ 









































































































J TO 
CONSOLIDATE 
HUNDREDS OF 
THOUSANDS OF 
IMAGINATIONS 
AND GIVE THEM 
ALL A SHARED 
VISION OF THE 
MONSTER, NAME, 
AND SHAPE 
ARE KEY 


THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE 
METHOD 
WOULD BE TO 
ILLUSTRATE 
THE STORY 


WITH A 
PICTURE 


PEOPLE 
WILL SEE IT, 
AND IT WILL 
BE THE FIRST 
IMAGE THAT 
COMES TO 
MIND. 
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SHE WAS 
I PART OF 
A DARK 
SCANDAL, 


SHE WAS 
KNOWN 
TO THE 
PUBLIC, 
IF ONLY 
A PART 
OF IT. 


AND 

SUFFERED 
A DRAMAT¬ 
IC DEATH. 


ADD A 

GHOST TO MIX, 
AND THERE YOU 
HAVE A RECIPE 
FOR A YSKfll OR 
URBAN LEGEND. 


...AND THE 
ACCOMPANY¬ 
ING STORIES 
ALL CAME 
FROM RIKKA- 
SAN, AS 
k WELL. j 


I SUSPECT 
THE NAME 
"STEEL LADY 
NANASE"... 


THERE MAY 
HAVE BEEN 
RUMORS ABOUT 
KARIN NANASE'S 
GHOST 
APPEARING IN 
MAKURAZAKA 
BEFORE, 


BUT 

RIKKA-SAN 

AMPLIFIED 

THEM. 



























































WHHT WILL 
YOU PO> 
NOW THAT 
you KNOW 
WHRT LIES 
BENEATH? 


/ KURo- 

^_J SENPRI 

S PROBRBLy 

/ PIPN'T TELL 

HE WHS ^U RBOUT 
TRyiNG IT BECAUSE, 
TO HONOR IN HIS 
youR own wRy, 
CHOICE A 

RNP NOT 

INVOLVE V Jr 

YOU TOO I jt=r 

PEEPLy. I / 



f SUSPECT ^ 
SHE WANTED 
A FUTURE 
WHERE 
PEOPLE 


MOST 

LIKELY 


INTERNET 

NEVER 

STOPPED 


STEEL LADY/ 
NANASE,/ 


ON THE 


TALKING 


ABOUT 


SO SHE 
DIED, TOOK 
HOLD OF THE 
FUTURE SHE 
WANTED, AND 
CAME BACK 
TO LIFE, 
AGAIN AND 
AGAIN. 
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SHE MAY 
HAVE THE 
POWER TO 
DETERMINE 
THE FUTURE, 
BUT IT'S 
ACTUALLY 
NOT THAT 
GREAT AN 
ABILITY. 


WHAT 

COULD SHE 
GAIN FROM 
CREATING 
A MONSTER 
THAT KILLS 
PEOPLE AT 
RANDOM? 


KUR6- 
SENPAI 
SAID SO, 
TOO. 


HE CAN ONLY 
CHOOSE A 
FUTURE THAT'S 
WITHIN THE 
SCOPE OF HIS 
OWN TALENTS, 
POTENTIAL, AND 
EFFORT. 


IT'S 

NOT MUCH 
DIFFERENT 
FROM ANY 
NORMAL 
PERSON. 









































BECAUSE 
RFUTURE 
WITHIN THOSE 
BOUNDS IS 
THE ONLY KIND 
OF FUTURE HNY 
OF US CHN 
CHOOSE. 


r THE ONLY ” 
DIFFERENCE 
IS THAT IF THE 
POSSIBILITY 
IS STRONG 
ENOUGH, THEIR 
POWER CHN 
MHKE SURE IT 
DEFINITELY 
HAPPENS, i 


irs 

NOT LIKE 
THEY CAN 
CRANK OUT 
MIRACLES. 




























AS I WAS 
EXPLAINING, 
RIKKA-SAN 
IS TESTING 
HERSELF. 


r SHE'S 
SEEING 
HOW 
FAR HER 
ABILITY TO 
DECIDE THE 
FUTURE 
CAN TAKE 
. HER. 


r SHE 1 
STACKS 
POSSIBILITY 
UPON 
POSSIBIL¬ 
ITY.. I 


...AND 
CHOSEN 
FUTURE ON 
CHOSEN 
FUTURE. 


' IF YOU 

/ Jjf PHENOMENON 
m WITH A FIFTY- 

^ FIFTY CHANCE 
OF HAPPENING 
/ AND MAKE IT 

7 THEN HAPPEN TEN 
YOU GET TIMES IN 
A PHE- A ROW, 

NOMENON A 

THAT ONLY 
HAS A ONE 

in io2H m/ 

CHANCE OF !:! 

OCCUR- / / I'ii i'jj 
v RING. /;/ , h 


mJihi 


















you CRN 
GET R COIN 
TO COME 
UP HERDS 
10,000 
TIMES IN 
R ROW. 


STEEL LAPY 
NHNPSE IS 
ONE OF THOSE 
VARIATIONS. 


NORMALLY, 
SHE WOULP 
HAVE VERY 
LITTLE 
CHANCE 
OF COMING 
TO LIFE. 



























































































































HNP IT IS 
MY JOB TO 
PROTECT 
THEM. 



<S73> name: Withheld by Seguest 09/ay 22:03 Ip:l!ireb 
Simms mors Karin-chsn pics! 


<S74> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 ZZ:0S IPitedsfhe 
It's almost the Steel-Witching hour. 

I 

<575> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:07 Itvupn 
No sightings yet? V"' 


No Sightings yet? 


’6> Name: Withheld by Request 09/0H ZZ:@7 JDixethk 
VO you think there will be another death tonight...’ 





















Oo you think th< 


TO¬ 

NIGHT... 


NBEP 
\more. i 
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I 

' 

lllilllilm 


KUR6- 
SENPfll, 
IF you 
WOULP. 


IT'S UP 
TO YOU, 
IWPNPGP. 
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IF SHE WERE 
TO DELETE 
OR CENSOR 
ANY POSTS 
QUESTIONING 
THE EXISTENCE 
OF THE 
GHOST, 


IT WOULD 
GIVE THE 
IMPRESSION 
THAT THE SITE 
ADMINISTRA¬ 
TORS HAVE 
SOME KIND OF 
A PROBLEM 
WITH THEM. 


r AND THAT HRE MANAGED 
COULD GET LIKE THAT CAN 
USERS TO SOMETIMES 

ASSUME THAT LOOK LIKE 

THE POSTS THEY'RE 
ARE BEING CONTROLLING 

CENSORED OR MANIPULATING 
AND DELETED INFORMATION. 
BECAUSE THE i 

GHOST A 

DOESN'T REALLY / 

k EXIST. ,4V ^ 



















































IF SUCH n 
POSSIBILITY 
WERE TO ARISE, 
IT WOULD BE 
COUNTERPRODUC¬ 
TIVE TO SOMEONE 
WHO WANTS TO 
GIVE STEEL LADY 
NANASE PHYSICAL 
FORM. 


BECAUSE 
THEN KUR5- 
SENPAI COULD 
GRAB HOLD 
OF THAT 
POSSIBILITY 
AND MAKE IT 
A REALITY 



SO HER ONLY 
CHOICE IS TO 
LEAVE EVERY 
POST UP ON 
THE FORUMS. 





























f SOME¬ 
TIMES 
NUMBERS 
/ RRE 

EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU 
...TO NEEP... 
SHATTER A 

THE TRUTH 
WITH A LIE | 

ANP MAKE 
ANEW , 

TRUTH. / 





































IS THERE 
REALLY A 
GHOST 
CALLED 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE? 


OR 

ISN'T 

THERE? 

































































yes. 



VOTERS TO 
YOUR SIDE IF THE 
MAJORITY WHS 
ALREADY DECIDED 
AGAINST YOU. 



THOSE WITH 
VOTING 
RIGHTS 
WOULD HAVE 
FORMED 
ALLIANCES. 


IN MOST SUCH N 
PARLIAMENTS, 
YOU CAN ALMOST 
ALWAYS GUESS 
WHETHER OR NOT 
A PROPOSED BILL 
WILL PASS BEFORE 
THE VOTING EVEN 
v TAKES PLACE, j 


THERE ARE 
TOO MANY 
RISKS IN 
DECLARING 
AN OPPOSITE 
OPINION AT 
THE ELEVENTH 
HOUR. 


























































































WHICH 
MEHNS THAT 
IN THIS 
COMMITTEE, 
ANYTHING 
GOES. 


WE CAN 
HIDE OR 
OBSCURE 
THE REAL 
INFORMATION, 
CALL BLACK 
WHITE.,. 


...AND 
ROLL OUT 
SEVERAL 
CONTRA¬ 
DICTING 
ANSWERS. 


AS LONG 
AS THEY'RE 
REASONABLE 
AT A GLANCE 
AND ENTER¬ 
TAINING 
ENOUGH... 
























THEN WE 
CRN TURN 
FICTION 
INTO FHCT. 


RNP 
IN THIS 
COMMITTEE, 
WE CRN 
GET RWRY 
l WITH IT. , 
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I WIU 

stop m 

NOTHING 
TO WIN 
THIS. 


I WIU 
PUT RU 
OF MY r 
POWERS 
INTO 
THESE 
LIES. 
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IWSPECTRE 


keep the depictions of daily commodities simple. Even so, while l was 
writing this book, l couldn’t have imagined that certain internet and 
social media services would have become so popular, to the extent that 
it may seem unnatural that they don’t appear in the story. On the other 
hand, even if l had been able to put them in, it’s possible that it wouldn’t 
have been long before they would have outdated the work. Even the 
shape of cell phones has changed a lot in a short amount of time—when 
the novel was first printed, there was a phrase, “She popped open her 
cell phone,” that l took out for the new edition. It isn’t easy. 

And then when it becomes a manga, so many more things need to be 
presented in a clear picture, so it gets even harder to create the right 
atmosphere. I thoughtlessly made “modernness” a key part of the story, 
which must have created several problems for Katase-sensei, who has 
to draw props and people and backgrounds in a way that doesn’t create 
inconsistency with the setting or the logic that goes with it, and that 
doesn’t make the “modern day” feel old. It must be difficult to maintain 
this balance. This could be a real test of your esprit. 

So what is esprit, anyway? Years ago, it would have taken time and 
effort to look up the word, hut now anybody can just do a quick, easy 
search with their cell phone and get the answer in a split second. Times 
have changed. 

Now then, this is the volume where the person pulling all the strings 
on the Steel Lady Nanase urban legend is finally identified, and l think 
it’s fairly clear who’s behind the crime, how they did it, and why. With 
so many questions answered, there would only be a few pages left in a 
normal mystery novel, but for this story, we’re only just getting to the 
good part. The battle of lies to turn a lie-born truth back into a lie is 
about to begin. 


Well, l hope you’ll read the next volume. 


Kyo Shirodaira 


I’m the author, Kyo Shirodaira. We’re already at volume four. 
That was fast. 


I’m always saying this, hut although l am the original author, 
I’m not doing anything in particular for the manga. If l had 
to say l did something, it’d be that what l do is read the new 
chapter when it’s published and tell the editor what l thought 
of it. I suspect there would he no damage to the manga if l 
did not offer these opinions, hut if l don’t show people that, 
“Yes, l am the author, l do read the manga of my work,” people 
might think, “Wow, you’re some kinda jerky author who 
doesn’t even care about your own work, ain’t ya?” On the 
other hand, if all l say is, “That was another good chapter,” 
people might laugh at me behind my back, saying, “Thou hast 
no esprit, my good fellow,” so I’m always doing my best to 
give intelligent feedback. Although you would be quite right 
to point out that no, that’s not where l should be focusing my 
effort. And what is “esprit,” anyway? I think it’s the name of 
some delicious mineral water. 



When l write a novel, l try to avoid anachronisms as much as 
possible. I never specify the year it takes place; l try not to 
use trendy words, new words that haven’t been established 
in the vernacular, or overly slangy words; and l intentionally 


Putting all of that aside, this story takes place in the modern 
day, and when writing a “modern day” story, what gets tricky 
is depicting the normal, everyday aspects. When l write, l can 
use a phrase that’s modern, common, and everyday at the 
time, hut in extreme situations, it may have fallen out of use 
by the time the hook is published, and that immediately makes 
the work seem outdated. 
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WHAT 
PEPUCTION 
CAN IWANAGA 
USE TO MAKE 
FICTION 
CONTROL 
FICTION?/ 
ANP THE NEW 
EPITION OF 
THE NOVEL IS 
FLYING OFF 
THE SHELVES, 
TOO/ 



THE 

IN/SPECTRE 
MANGA WILL 
FINALLY START 
GETTING TO THE 
"PEPUCTION" 
PART OF THE 
STORY IN 
OUR NEXT 
INSTALLMENT/ 


BOOK: KYO SHIRODRIRR, INVENTED INFERENCE: STEEL LRDY NRNRSE 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


PNP TO EINP 
THPT PNSWER, 
WPPT SHE 
NEEPS IS NOT 
PEPUCTIVE 
REPSONING... 
IT'S SOME¬ 
THING ELSE. 



Do not cross this bridge, page 54 

This is a reference to a story about Ikkyu- 
san, a Buddhist monk known for his quick 
wit. In this story, he comes across a bridge, 
in front of which is a sign that says Kono 
hashi wataru bekarazu, or “Do not cross this 
bridge." Clever as always, Ikkyu-san takes 
another meaning for the word hashi (bridge), 
and decides the sign means “Do not cross the 
edges." Therefore, he would not be breaking 
any rules if he were to cross the bridge in the 
center. 


BY THE WRY, THE 
NOVEL DOESN'T 
HRVE RNY BATTLE 
SCENES EXCEPT 
BUT DO FOR THE 

YOU EVER FIGHTS WITH 
DO RNY OF STEEL LRDY 
THE COOL NRNRSE. 

STUFF WE SEE 
EXORCISTS 
OR ONMYQJI 
DOING? 


Onmyoji, page 166 

An onmyoji is a practitioner of onmyodo, 
or the way of Yin and Yang. It is a form of 
divination that mixes natural science and 
occultism, using the Five Elements as well 
as Yin and Yang. An onmyoji specializes in 
divination and magic, including exorcism. 






























A myriad of nuptial cups, page 168 

Here Kotoko is reciting bits and pieces of a Shinto prayer, commonly used for a 
very specific ceremony. The ceremony usually involves two people and a priest, 
who prays for the health, happiness, and prosperity of the couple. 






"The word 
heartwarming 
was made for 
manga like this. 
-Manga Book- 
i shelf 


. and biting social ^ 
commentary... delivers 
in its depth of char- 
k acter and emotional 
L strength." -Comics A 
Bulletin 


Shoya is a bully. When Shoko, a girl who can't hear, enters his ele¬ 
mentary school class, she becomes their favorite target, and Shoya 
and his friends goad each other into devising new tortures for her. 
But the children's cruelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave the 
school, and Shoya ends up shouldering all the blame. Six years lat¬ 
er, the two meet again. Can Sho) 
or is it too late? 

Available now in print and digitally! 


© Yoshitoki Oima/Kodansha Ltd. All rights 
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Ichiro Inuyashiki is down on his luck. He looks 

OLDER THAN HIS 58 YEARS, HIS CHILDREN DESPISE HIM, AND 
HIS WIFE THINKS HE’S A USELESS COWARD. So WHEN HE’S 
DIAGNOSED WITH STOMACH CANCER AND GIVEN THREE MONTHS 
TO LIVE, IT SEEMS THE ONLY ONE WHO’LL MISS HIM IS HIS DOG. 

Then a blinding light fills the sky, and the old man 

IS KILLED... ONLY TO WAKE UP LATER IN A BODY HE ALMOST 
RECOGNIZES AS HIS OWN. CAN IT BE THAT ICHIRO INUYASHIKI 
IS NO LONGER HUMAN? 
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